
TABLE 15.ARWU: TOP TEN World and Asian Universities: 2003, 2014, 2015 
 
Only Top 100 receive individual ranks 
The top ten world for 2014 and 2015 are the same in the same order; the top 11 in 2003 are the same as the current 
Top 11 
 
In 2015, 4 Asian universities were in the top 100 while 11 were in the top “ten”, with Japan holding the  
top four spots.   
 

RANK World’s 
Top 2014-
15 

World’s Top 
      2003  

 World 
Rank 
2015 

Asia’s Top 
2015 

Asia’s 
Top Rank 
2014 

Asia’s 
Top 
Rank 
2003 

1 Harvard Harvard  21 U Tokyo 21 19 
2 Stanford Stanford  26 Kyoto U 26 30 
3 MIT Cal Tech  77 Nagoya U 101-150 68 
4 UC 

Berkeley 
UC 
Berkeley 

 85 Osaka U 78 53 

5 Cambridge Cambridge  101-150 NUS 101-150 102-150 
6 Princeton MIT  101-150 Peking 101-150 251-300 
7 Cal Tech Princeton  101-150 Seoul Ntl U 101-150 152-200 
8 Columbia Yale  101-150 Shanghai J 101-150 401-500 
9 Chicago Oxford  101-150 Tohuku U 101-150 64 
10 Oxford Columbia  101-150 Tsinghau U 101-150 201-250 
11 Yale Chicago  101-150 Zhejiang U 101-150 351-400 
    151-200 Hokkaido 

 
101-150 102-150 

    151-200 NTU-Taiwan 101-150 152-200 
 
Excludes Middle East and Australia/New Zealand 


